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JUSTI CE DEPARTMENT APPROVES PROPOSAL BY ESCALATOR
| NDUSTRY
TO DEVELOP | MPROVED SAFETY STANDARDS

Washi ngton, D.C. -- The Departnent of Justice today
approved a proposal by the National Elevator |ndustry
Inc., a trade association of escal ator manufacturers
and installers, to try to devel op an inproved escal ator
saf ety standard.

The Departnent said that National Elevator’s
efforts to devel op a new escal ator safety standard
woul d not harm conpetition in the industry because
conpetitively sensitive informati on would not be
exchanged, and other parties not affiliated with the
associ ation would be allowed to participate in the
st andard maki ng process.

Sone escal ator accidents result fromthe victim
catching a foot or article of clothing between the
escal ator step tread and the adjacent step skirt panel.
In response to concern raised by the United States

Consuner Product Safety Comm ssion and ot hers about



.

such accidents, National Elevator will work with an

| ndependent consultant to devel op a nore conprehensive
escal ator safety standard to reduce the incidence of
escal ator acci dents.

If satisfied with the new y-devel oped safety
standard, National Elevator would submt it to the
Anmeri can Soci ety of Mechani cal Engi neers to be revi ewed
and adopted as part of their safety code for
escalators. Al interested parties may conment on the
Society's standard nmaki ng procedures.

Joel |. Klein, Acting Assistant Attorney Ceneral in
charge of the Departnent’s Antitrust Division said that
since "NEIl’s proposed joint venture to establish a new
escal at or performance safety standard wll neither
I nvol ve the exchange of any conpetitively significant
I nformati on nor be designed to di sadvant age non-
menbers, it should not, in itself, raise conpetitive
concerns. "

The Departnent’s position was stated in a business
review |letter fromKlein to counsel for Nationa
El evator I ndustry Inc. Under the Departnent’s
Busi ness Revi ew Procedure, an organi zation nmay submt a

proposed action to the Antitrust Division and receive a
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statenent as to whether the Division will challenge the
action under the antitrust |aws.

A file containing the business review request and
the Departnent’s response may be exam ned in the Legal
Procedure Unit of the Antitrust D vision, Suite 215,
Li berty Place, 325 7th Street, N W, Departnent of
Justice, Washington, D.C. 20004. After a 30-day
peri od, the docunents supporting the business review
wi |l be added to the file.
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